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The Youth Advocacy Foundation was established in 2001
with the mission of protecting and advancing the legal and
human rights of children to promote their healthy
development through active partnerships with local
communities. YAF supports initiatives and positions to
ensure that every child has access to zealous legal
representation, essential and vibrant community-based
services, and a quality education. 

The EdLaw Project exists to ensure that the most vulnerable
children in Massachusetts--court-involved youth from low-
income families, often with disabilities, and predominantly
children of color--have equitable access to a quality
education by providing legal representation in matters of
school discipline, academic failure, and unmet special
education needs. EdLaw offers training and support to court-
appointed attorneys across the state to help them incorporate
education advocacy into their practice. EdLaw attorneys are
organized by region, and support the 1000 person juvenile
bar that represents the 20-25,000 kids involved in the child
welfare or juvenile justice systems. By advancing education
advocacy, the EdLaw Project seeks to address one of the root
causes of the school-to-prison pipeline: children being
pushed out of or failing in school. As a result of the work of
the EdLaw attorneys, many children are remaining in school
with the services they need to thrive.
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“THE IMPORTANCE OF ADVOCATES”: A STUDENT STORY 
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WELCOME 
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Emmy Award-winning Journalist

COMMUNITY JUSTICE AWARD
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Director of the Emerging Adult Justice Projects at 
Columbia University’s Justice Lab
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LETTER FROM THE YOUTH ADVOCACY FOUNDATION
Dear Friends, 

Thank you for once again joining us at our annual celebration! This is a time to
celebrate and recognize all that has been accomplished and remind us of the
challenges ahead. 

As many of you know the Youth Advocacy Foundation (YAF) was established in
2001 with the mission of protecting and advancing the legal and human rights of
children to promote their healthy development through active partnerships with
local communities. For 22 years, YAF remained focused on this mission, primarily
through the establishment and growth of the EdLaw Project – a group of
attorneys dedicated to ensuring that all court-involved youth have access to
expert education advocacy. In June, in recognition of the important role EdLaw
plays in youth public defense, CPCS (the state public defender) made EdLaw a
permanent part of the CPCS organization. Going forward, we can be confident
that education advocacy will be included in zealous youth advocacy. 

Fiscal Year 2024 has been a year of change and growth for YAF. The movement
of the EdLaw attorneys into CPCS allows YAF to focus on the next generation of
school-to-prison pipeline disruption initiatives including providing social service
support for our education clients, assisting our clients facing emergency needs
that are interfering with their ability to succeed in school, funding legal and
technology tools as well as paralegal and intake support for the EdLaw attorneys,
and attacking the racial, class and ethnic disparities we see in education, family
regulation, policing, and the judicial and youth detention systems. 

In the past year, among many accomplishments, we have been able to:
Hire two social service advocates to work with the families that EdLaw
represents;
Fund the VOICES group (see description later in the program); 
Fund legal tools and technology for attorneys;
Establish a Client Assistance Fund to support clients in need of food,
transportation, housing, supplies, independent education evaluations, etc.;
Provide funding for summer legal internships;
Provide a mechanism for distribution of Emerging Adult pilot client funds.

In the coming year, we will continue these initiatives, plus bring on a paralegal to
manage our HELP Line.  We will also begin the process of creating an initiative
and position to attack structural racism in our family regulation, education,
policing, judicial, and carceral systems. All of this work augments and supports
the work of the EdLaw Project and is taking our mission to shut down the cradle-
to-prison pipeline to the next level. Thanks to your support we will be able to
provide even more support to our state’s most vulnerable youth and drive better
outcomes for individual students and system wide.

Children and youth who are given a meaningful opportunity to succeed in school
are overwhelmingly likely to go to college and/or into the work force. Equitable
education for all leads to a substantial reduction in the number of people
imprisoned in our state and nation and to pathways out of poverty for families
and communities of color. As we fight for education equity for the most
vulnerable children in the state, your continued support is critical. We appreciate
you joining in the fight and are thrilled that we can once more celebrate
together!

With Deepest Gratitude,
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Alondra Bobadilla 
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Katherine Hall Page, Emeritus
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Jeff McCarthy

Steven J. Pacini 
Calixto Perez, Jr.

Deb Poppel
Suzanne Schlossberg

Marlies Spanjaard, President
Bridget Treco-Bettez, Vice President

The EdLaw Project



EDLAW IMPACT 2023
120 new cases opened 

271 cases touched including 52 pro bono cases

530 requests for technical assistance 

 15 trainings for 1,584 participants

Additionally, 31%
of all clients
identified as

Hispanic



Voices of Impacted Communities Ending the 
School-to-Prison-Pipeline

V.O.I.C.E.S.

The VOICES Project, the YAF initiative funded by
the Schott Foundation and in partnership with I
Have a Future (IHAF), is an opportunity for
parents and students who have been targeted by
theby the school-to-prison pipeline to come together. The
mission of the group is to identify systemic challenges,
advocate for educational change, and support members of
their community facing education challenges.  VOICES has
seventeen members, fourteen young people and three
caregivers.  They meet in person monthly.  

Thank you to Adrienne Young, Keturah Brewster, Alaa Saeo
and Noor Toraif for helping uplift youth and families in your
thoughtful planning and support of VOICES. 

The group has defined the school-to-prison pipeline together:

The school-to-prison pipeline is a “systematic” process
of victimizing youth of color who may be facing other
forms of structural oppression (be facing homelessness,
foster care, low-income families but not exclusive to
these issues) through stereotypes, harsh and unequal
punishment, and lack of resources that escalate into
sending them to law enforcement or other punitive
systems and ultimately setting them up for failure.



EMCEE & MODERATOR

Crystal Haynes is an Emmy award winning journalist with
nearly 20 years of broadcast experience. Her award-winning
work has focused on equity in education, the housing crisis
and maternal health. Crystal is one of the hosts of Greater
Boston and Basic Black on GBH. She is also a part-time
lecturer at Northeastern University. Combining her
experience in media with a passion for advocacy, Crystal is
also the Senior Communications Director for the United Way
of Massachusetts Bay. She is an active member of her
community, serving as the Chair of the Arlington Martin
Luther King Jr. Birthday Observance Committee, member of
the Boston Association of Black Journalists, NAACP, and is a
trained facilitator in gender-based violence prevention and 

CRYSTAL HAYNES
EMMY AWARD WINNING JOURNALIST

incidents in racism through Northeastern University's Center for Sport in Society. 

Crystal holds a B.S. in Broadcast Journalism from Emerson College, and a Masters
degree in Media Advocacy from Northeastern University's College of Arts, Media and
Design. Crystal grew up in Springfield, MA, but has called Arlington home since 2017
joining her husband and his family who have lived in town for more than four
generations.

BROWN V. BOARD PANELISTS

Edith served 32 years in Boston Public Schools in various
roles including SLP, lead special education teacher, literacy
specialist, Program Manager for Secondary ELA & Literacy,
and Senior Program Director of Professional Development-
Special Education. Edith received a Service Excellence
Award from BPS and merit status while teaching in UMASS-
Boston’s Graduate School of Education.  She designed and
taught courses in the Boston Teacher Residency Program,
and BPS’ Pathway Program. Edith was saluted by the Boston
Globe in 2022, and awarded an Official Resolution by the
Boston City Council in recognition of her “lifetime
commitment to fight for racial equity” in 2023. She
presented at HGSE Askwith Forum with historian Dr. Vanessa

EDITH BAZILE
FOUNDER & EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF BLACK ADVOCATES FOR

EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE (BAEE)

Siddle Walker and presented at American Educational Research Association's AERA
national conference. She is past president of Black Educators Alliance of
Massachusetts and founder of Black Advocates for Educational Excellence, LLC. 

Edith co-chaired BPS’ Advanced Work Classroom Task Force and served on BPS’
McKinley Schools Working Group. She currently serves on DESE’s Special Education
Advisory Panel and Boston Mayor’s Literacy Task Force. Edith is a freelance writer,
poet and enjoys powerlifting.



Dr. Charles Grandson is the Founder and CEO of Global
Ecosystem Leadership (GEL), a midsize management,
strategy, and racial equity think tank. Previously he served as
the Boston Public Schools (BPS) Superintendent’s
representative in monitoring strategic plan implementation
and designee for the implementation of the Opportunity &
Achievement Gaps policy in supporting the work of the
Office of Opportunity Gaps, Office of Equity, Office of
Strategy & Innovation, and the Office of Retention,
Cultivation & Diversity. Having previously served as BPS Chief
Academic Officer and before that, Deputy Chief Operating
Officer, Dr. Grandson leveraged his experiences across
academics and operations to support the Superintendent in

DR. CHARLES GRANDSON
FOUNDER & CEO OF GLOBAL ECOSYSTEM LEADERSHIP

the development and execution of the district-wide strategic plan with equity at
the center of all district initiatives and operations. 

Before returning to BPS in 2017, Dr. Grandson was Interim Superintendent of the
Malden Public Schools, Deputy Superintendent of the Poughkeepsie City School
District in New York, Associate Director of Leadership Development at the Harvard
Kennedy School Center for Public Leadership, and a turnaround high school
principal in Springfield. He began his career in education as a BPS humanities
teacher at the West Roxbury Education Complex. Dr. Grandson has earned Ed.D.,
M.Ed., and BA degrees all from Boston College, where he was also a Donovan
Urban Teaching Scholar. He serves on various non-profit boards and has served as
an adjunct lecturer at various New England colleges & universities.

Aaron's journey is a testament to the power of education
and community. Since arriving in Medford in 2013, he has
dedicated himself to driving progress and unity in the area.
Aaron has taken on various roles, including community
liaison, team captain in Medford, legislative aide in the
Massachusetts State House, youth coordinator, and serving
underrepresented youth with City Year Boston. His work has
highlighted his determination to make a positive difference
through service.

As a Medford native, Aaron understands the importance of
respecting the area's heritage while envisioning a future
filled with growth and innovation. With his experience in the

AARON OLAPADE
MEDFORD SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEMBER

& MAYOR’S YOUTH EMPLOYMENT PROGRAM DIRECTOR (MYEP) FOR THE CITY OF MALDEN

Medford schools, as an advocate for youth, and as someone intimately familiar with
the struggles faced by the community, Aaron is uniquely positioned to shape a
better tomorrow. Now as a newly-elected member of the Medford School
Committee, he hopes to enact real systemic change for his city, and all those who
call it theirs.

(CONTINUED)

BROWN V. BOARD PANELISTS



SPECIAL GUESTS

Alondra Bobadilla was named Boston's first-ever
Youth Poet Laureate in January of 2020. Alondra
uses her writing to highlight social issues that
impact her and her community. Through her own
work, she demonstrates how creative expression
can be a powerful tool for youth to examine
feelings around issues, find their voice, and speak
up about the changes they want to see for their
future. She is the author of a collection of poems

ALONDRA BOBADILLA
2020 - 2022 BOSTON YOUTH POET LAUREATE

OUR OPENING MUSICIANS
BOSTON YOUTH SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA MUSICIANS

Xavier Trevor is a 12-year old in 6th grade at Saint Paul’s
Choir School in Cambridge, where he sings daily and Sunday
masses. He joined Project STEP six years ago, and through
this program he has received training in cello and music
theory. He currently receives private instruction from Susanne
Friedrich. In addition to the cello, Xavier studies the piano
(under Yerim Kang), organ (under James Kennerly), and
composition (under Rodney Lister). Aside from music, Xavier’s
favorite activities in the Boston area are apple picking at
Carlson’s Orchard in Harvard and eating burritos at Anna’s
Taqueria.

XAVIER TREVOR

Oliver Trevor is a 15-year old freshman at Boston College High
School. He joined Boston Youth Symphony’s Intensive Community
Program at the age of six, and he currently receives private
instruction from Aleksandra Labinska. He has served as
concertmaster for BYSO’s Junior Repertory Orchestra and
principle second for the Luzerne Symphony Orchestra. Before
high school, Oliver attended St Paul’s Choir School in
Cambridge, with whom he performed Stravinsky’s Perséphone at
Symphony Hall and sang for the Pope at Saint Peter's Basilica.

OLIVER TREVOR

entitled “With Clipped Wings” and is a student at UMass Boston majoring
in International Relations.  She has also been serving as a director on
YAF’s Board of Directors since January 2023.

Website: https://www.alondrabobadilla.com/
YouTube: www.youtube.com/user/ThePumpchick/

https://www.alondrabobadilla.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/ThePumpchick/featured


PRO BONO ATTORNEY OF THE YEAR

GREGG KATZ
Gregg Katz is a partner in Goodwin Procter LLP’s Technology
group. Gregg advises clients on a wide variety of public and
private securities offerings, mergers and acquisitions and other
complex transactions. His practice centers on technology and
life sciences companies, including clients in the software,
hardware, biotechnology, pharmaceuticals, and other
technology-driven industries. He is the supervising partner on all
EdLaw Project cases handled by Goodwin attorneys. He is also a
member of Goodwin’s Hiring and Pro Bono Committees. Since
the inception of YAF’s pro bono panel, Gregg has been both an
active pro bono attorney and supervisor of other Goodwin

Management, where she focused her research on emerging adults (ages 18 – 25). She has
continued this work at the Columbia University’s Justice Lab, where she conducts cutting-
edge action research projects in collaboration with other researchers, practitioners, policy
makers, advocates and people with lived-experience from around the country to increase
learning and drive transformative innovations in this new field.

Lael Elizabeth Hiam Chester, JD, is the Director of the Emerging
Adult Justice Project at the Columbia University Justice Lab. A
graduate of Barnard College and Harvard Law School, she
worked as the Albert Martin Sacks Clinical Fellow at the
Criminal Justice Institute at Harvard and then was an Assistant
Attorney General in the Civil Rights and Civil Liberties Division of
the Massachusetts Attorney General’s Office. For 12 years, she
served as Executive Director of Citizens for Juvenile Justice
(CfJJ), a statewide non-profit dedicated to improving the
juvenile justice system. She then served as a Research Fellow at
Harvard Kennedy School’s Program in Criminal Justice Policy and

COMMITMENT TO JUSTICE AWARD
LAEL ELIZABETH HIAM CHESTER

DIRECTOR OF THE EMERGING ADULT JUSTICE PROJECT AT COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY’S JUSTICE LAB

COMMUNITY JUSTICE AWARD

CITIZENS FOR JUVENILE JUSTICE
Citizens for Juvenile Justice's mission is advocating for statewide systemic reform that
achieves equitable youth justice. Citizens for Juvenile Justice (CfJJ) was founded in 1994 as
the only independent, non-profit, statewide organization working exclusively to reform and
reimagine the juvenile justice and other youth serving systems in Massachusetts. They
advocate, convene through community engagement, conduct research, and educate the
public on important juvenile and youth justice issues.

attorneys. He took his first case in 2015 and has worked on 15 cases since that time. He has
been a huge supporter of YAF within his firm and cares deeply about the students he is
involved in representing.



Elijah Williams

Elijah is a goal oriented young man with a big heart who
attends high school in Boston. He is academically capable
and individually driven to pursue his life’s dream. Elijah passed
the MCAS, and anticipates graduating next year. Elijah’s
dream is to attend Berklee College of Music with a major in
sound engineering leading to a career in music production. 

As a student with an Individualized Education Plan (IEP), Elijah
has been working with Edith Bazile, SESP and then education
advocate, for the past two years to access the school
supports he needs to achieve that dream.  When they realized
that the McKinley School was not helping him with the college
application process, including telling him that his dream was
unachievable, and not challenging him academically, Elijah
transferred to Boston Day and Evening Academy (BDAE).

He is a local hip-hop artist, who goes by “YBK twice”, and is
unique amongst his peers. Elijah has performed throughout
the Boston community with the help of the Boston Music
Project and BRL (Beats, Rhymes and Life.) His unique blend of
stylized hooks and raps push boundaries and unapologetically
showcases a myriad of raw, versatile experiences and
sociopolitical challenges shaped by urban survival. 

YouTube: www.youtube.com/@YBKtwice

STUDENT STORIES



STUDENT STORIES

The EdLaw Project was contacted in May 2023 by Doraliza
Simas-Estrela, mother of Jahssa Estela, a freshman at
Whitman-Hanson High School, concerning a proposed long-
term suspension of Jahssa. The proposed discipline arose from
an incident in which a white student made an extremely
inflammatory statement, using a racial slur and calling for the
“KKK to wipe em all out” (referring to black students). Jahssa
was accused of striking this student, a charge that he strongly
denied.

An EdLaw attorney assisted Jahssa by appearing on his behalf
at a principal’s hearing. Despite strong evidence that Jahssa
had not engaged in any wrongful conduct, the principal
imposed a seven day in school suspension.This decision was
appealed to the Superintendent. After a long hearing that
focused on racism as a major issue at the high school, the
Superintendent reduced the in-school suspension. The
superintendent’s hearing provided an opportunity to discuss
the school climate issues, with a commitment for change. 

Jahssa has gone on to be a star athlete at Whitman-Hanson
as a captain of the basketball team. He is looking forward to
graduating next year and hopes to play soccer or basketball
in college. 

Jahssa Estrela



CLIENT SPEAKER
Elijah (“Eli”) Jerome

Eli was connected to the EdLaw
Project byhis attorney, Pavel and
his CASA, Elizabeth when he was
facing exclusion from the special
education school he had been
attending.  He was in his senior
year and only had a little left to do
to earn his diploma.  Eli has been in
the custody of DCF  from a young
age, mostly going from group home
to group home. At age 18 he was
living in the group home placement
he had  

living in the group home placement he hadbeen at since age
16. One of the requirements of that placement is that he
either be in school or be working.  So the school’s plan to
expel him not only threatened his goal of earning his
diploma, but also his housing.  His EdLaw attorney met with
the school and was able to work out a plan that allowed Eli
to go to school and get tutoring and support to finish the one
course he needed to earn his diploma, specifically a Business
Math class.  After eight weeks of attending the program
every day, he successfully finished the course, even earning
an A!  This is the kind of resilient young man that Eli is.  
Despite all the things he has had to face throughout his
young life, he hasn’t given up.

He has received his high school diploma and is now
searching for a good job with the help of his program and
one of YAF’s new Social Service Advocates.  His dream is to
secure stable employment and be able to live in an
apartment of his own. 



THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

Kenneth Parsigian & Susan Shay Mayer

PRESENTERS

CHAMPIONS

The Treco Foundation

Jeremy Cohn



THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

ADVOCATES

GUARDIANS

Deb Poppel

Josh Dohan & Patty Garin

Lia & William Poorvu

Ami & Dave Fatula

Lael & Charles Chester

Michele & Peter Scavongelli

Carl & Natty Hoffman



THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

Liz & Steve DeBenedictis

Katherine Hall Page & Alan Hein

Joe & Peggy Kociubes

Ken & Laura Nordstrom

Randi Sterrn & Carl Rosenblatt

FRIENDS

PROTECTORS

Chris DiMeo & 
Robert Saoud

Nancy Hathaway & 
Renee Crichlow

Amy & John Mariani

E. Brad Meyer & 
Sylvia Pope

Steve Pacini



99 Restaurants
Andover Classic Wines

Bonnie Levy
Boston By Foot

Boston Crawling
Boston Lyric Opera House

Celtics Shamrock Foundation
Discovery Museum
Elements Massage
Elite Island Resorts
Hank Phillippi Ryan

Hotel Commonwealth
Huntington Theater

Institute of Contemporary Art Boston
Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum

Island Spirit Kayak
Jeff and Jenn McCarthy

JP Licks
Level99

Mass Audubon
Mooo

Nate Nottingham
Oriental Trading Company

Paddle Boston
Rapscallian
Roche Bros

Silver Unicorn Bookstore
StretchMED of Needham, Newton, Wellesley and Lexington

Swan Boats of Boston
The Charles Hotel
Total Wine & More

Trustees of Reservations
Urban Adventours

Wegmans
Xtreme Craze

Feel like shopping?
Check out our Silent Auction at: yaf2024.ggo.bid

Thank you to our generous Silent Auction donors. 
Please consider patronizing these donors on your next outing:

SILENT AUCTION DONORS



PRO BONO PANEL
Thanks to the efforts of our Pro Bono Panel, we have 38 additional families
receiving support over the last year.  The total number of students represented by
our pro bono panel has grown to 155.  And note how many panel members have
helped more than one student!

Anderson Kreiger, LLP
Matt Bowser
Kristen Gagalis*
Annie Lee
TJ Roskelley

Barnes  & Thornburg, LLP
Matthew Leno
Sean Phipps
Alex Nagorniy
Derek Roller

Choate Hall & Stewart LLP
Patrick Archimbault
John Calhoun
Silvia Faria
Michael Gass
Julia Hesse* 
Seth Mennillo*
Andrew Norkiewicz
Conor O'Sullivan-Pierce
Stefano Sharma* 
Natalia Smychkovich
Meg Ziegler*

Foley Hoag
Nicholas Anatasi
Jasmine Brown
Rebecca Cabazon
Susanna Chi
John Shope
Emma Winer

Goodwin Procter LLP
Carolyn Rosenthal, Pro Bono Manager
Ivanka Canzius
Gaebriella DeLisle*
Gregg Katz* 
Leon Peschel
Daniela Sanchez
Sam Stone
Laura Wood

Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Kristina Cary
Miriam Domer
Alex Roggio *

Latham & Watkins LLP
Dean Baxtresser
Avery Borreliz
Allison Carbonaro
Matthew Duffy
Lacy Giesecke*
Lauren Hadiaris*
Priyanka Krishnamurthy
Annabel Kupke
Cory Lewis*
Christopher Lloyd*
Ken Parsigian*
Sam Townsend

Liberty Mutual Insurance
Company
Kelly Crosby
Andrea McCullough *
Janet Nolan

Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
Alison Sclater, Pro Bono Counsel 
Stephanie Faraci*
Laura Lerner* 
Sofia Lopez
Stephen Miklus* 
Nicola Sullivan

Ogletree Deakins
Lisa Stephanian Burton*
Laurielle Howe

Proskauer Rose, LLP
Hayley Kronthal
Tony R. Meyer, Jr.
Alexandra "Lexie" Reynolds
Jordan Shelton

Shook, Hardy & Bacon, LLP
Brandon Arber

Solo Practitioners
Ellen Saideman

* Worked on more than one pro bono case



 Many thanks to our partners who provided
independent evaluations to our clients:

Achieve New England
Nathan Doty, Ph.D.

Brian Willoughby, Ph.D.
Melanie Feldman, Ph.D.

Julie Weieneth, Ph.D.
Jill Pineda, Ph.D.

Johanna Nielsen, Ph.D.
Becca Parrish, Ph.D.

Boston Child Study Center 
Alex ("Allie") Keller, Ph.D.
Nathan Lambright, Ph.D.

Lurie Center for Autism -- Massachusetts General Hospital
Lisa Nowinski, Ph.D.
Deanna Toner, M.D.

 
Neuropsychological and Educational Services

for Children and Adolescents
Lauren Halladay, Ph.D.

Nancy Roosa, Ph.D.

Proven Behavior Solutions
Andrea Hendershott, MSEd, BCBA

Lindsey Snider, MS, BCBA
Scott Snider, MPA

No Barriers to Learning
Cathy Mason, M.Ed.

Additional Practitioners
Barbara Bruno-Golden, Ed.D.

Lindamood-Bell Learning Processes 
Ellen O'Donnell, Ph.D.

Jonathan Simmons, Ph.D.
Dina Traniello, Ed.D.

 

INDEPENDENT EVALUATION PARTNERS



The Youth Advocacy Foundation would like to thank the following
individuals and organizations:

Anthony Benedetti and CPCS  for having the vision and leadership to invest

in comprehensive representation and support of children.

Lisa Hewitt for being a champion for our clients through her legislative

advocacy for youth justice.

Karen Souza and Kevin Lucchetti for your financial guidance and patience.

Youth Advocacy Division and Children and Family Law Division staff
and private bar  -- we salute your passion and dedication in demanding

justice for children and youth.

Our wonderful YAF Board for all your guidance and generosity through the

years.

Thank you to YouthConnect, Justice Resource Institute, One Can Help,
Home for Little Wanderers, I Have a Future, Children’s Services of
Roxbury, More than Words,  Beyond Kids Reading, Roxbury YouthWorks,

ROCA, UTEC and the many other youth-serving organizations who partner

with us to ensure that our state’s most vulnerable kids have access to the

services and supports.

Our many partners fighting the school-to-prison pipeline including: Boston
Education Justice Alliance, Black Advocates for Educational Excellence,
Children’s Law Center of Massachusetts, Mental Health Legal Advisors
Committee, Greater Boston Legal Services, Center for Law and
Education, MAC, Citizens for Juvenile Justice, Parent Professional
Advocacy League, Massachusetts Law Reform Institute, Federation for
Children with Special Needs, South Coastal Legal Services, Health Law
Advocates and Community Legal Services.
Josh Dohan, for your continued friendship, advice and support.

Jeremy Cohn, for continuing to provide YAF with guidance and support

beyond your many years of service on the board.

Katherine Hall Page, for your steadfast support and endless energy in

support of our mission.

Ken Parsigian and Shay Mayer, thank you for being our partners in this work

for many years in all areas, legal and philanthropic. 

Tim Sindelar and James Baron for your leadership of the “Massachusetts

Attorneys for Students’ Education Rights” (MASERs) group.

SPECIAL THANKS



Without the following people our event would not have been possible:
Thank you to Boston Youth Symphony Orchestra Musicians Xavier and
Oliver Trevor for providing our pre-event music.
Crystal Haynes for giving so generously of your time and talent to make this
evening a smashing success.
Edith Bazile for sharing your time, connections, and expertise to help us pull
together a wonderful panel discussion.
Dr. Charles Grandson and Aaron Olapade for giving of your experience,
expertise and time to create a dynamic and engaging panel discussion.
Allison Feaster for her continuous friendship and support. Go Celtics!!
Alondra Bobadilla, Boston's 2020 Youth Poet Laureate for gracing our event
with your amazing talent and youthful perspective on the problems facing the
youth we serve.
Elijah and Jahssa for inspiring us and for sharing your stories.
A huge thank you to Jackie Buchwald—event planner, stage manager, website
editor, and video producer among the many roles you took on to pull this event
off seamlessly.
Heartfelt thanks to Sydney Hackmeyer for the many hours you spent contacting
potential silent auction donors and for uploading most of the items into the
Greater Giving platform.
A special shout out to Theresa Flaherty for your support in the many tasks you
took off our plates.
Phylliss Hill for your support with the Greater Giving site.
KVL for audio visual services of the event.
Josh Selinger for stepping up and coming through everywhere and anywhere
we've needed your help to make the event audio visual spectacular.
Ben Buchwald for your night-of support for our audio/visual needs.
Thank you CPCS IT Department for your ongoing support as well as providing
laptops for running our event and silent auction.
And Kimmie Reed and Cate Chapman of the Charles Hotel, for all of your
incredible help and support in the planning of our event.
And of course...

 Our Amazing Event Planning Committee:
Edith Bazile
Laura Bickel
Chris Dimeo

Theresa Flaherty
Katherine Hall Page

Camai Mazzula
Suzanne Schlossberg

Bridget Treco

Without your many hours of attending meetings and continuous help this
event would just be an idea.  Thank you for believing that we could do this!

SPECIAL THANKS: EVENT EDITION



To YAF and EdLaw Interns & Volunteers:
 

Lauren Buchman, Boston University Law School
Olivia Cullen, Scanning Volunteer

Chris DiMeo, Intake Volunteer
Sarah Friedman, Harvard Law School

Sydney Hackmeyer, Brandeis University
Amanda Harrison, Harvard Law School

Anupama Joy, Harvard Law School
Meghan Leong, Northeastern Law School
Orna Madigan, Northeastern Law School

Lily Moens, Harvard Law School
Sarah Riley, Northeastern Law School

Nina Thacker, Northeastern Law School

Your passion, energy and support have been vital. 
We are a stronger organization because of your contributions.

A sincere thank you to the foundations and grantors that
have been instrumental to the success of YAF and EdLaw:

Bank of America - Frank Reed and 
Margaret Jane Peters Memorial Funds

Ann E. Casey Foundation
Cabot Family Charitable Trust

Cummings Foundation
Nord Family Foundation

Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention
Schott Foundation

Shlomo Foundation

MORE THANKS



Thank You #TeamYAF!!

MORE THANKS

Thank you to David D'Alessandro for his generous donation of our three
official numbers for the 2024 Boston Marathon.  We would not have been
able to have this integral piece of our annual fundraising without your
support.

Thank You #TeamYAF!!

We had an incredible group of runners for the 
128th Boston Marathon 

on April 16, 2024 

Becca Keddy,  Jake Krupp and Cal Perez

In total, these 3 runners raised $41,820!

We also want to thank Coach Rick Muhr and the
Marathon Coalition coaches for sharing their wisdom
and expertise while training our runners to run Boston!

Jake KruppBecca Keddy Cal Perez



The Treco Family Foundation

“When you get these
jobs that you have
been so brilliantly

trained for, just
remember that your

real job is that if 
you are free, you need
to free somebody else.

If you have some
power, then your job 

is to empower
somebody else.” 

-Toni Morrison 







Through resources, education,
& empowerment, YAF is
making a real difference for
Massachusetts’ at-risk youth.
Together, let's invest in the
next generation so we can
ensure every child's right to
opportunity and justice.

Ken Parsigian and Shay Mayer are
honored to be continuing supporters
of the Youth Advocacy Foundation’s
work championing the rights and
futures of young people. 





Congrats to everyone at 
The EdLaw Project, YAF, and YAD

for all your amazing
accomplishments year after year!

All the best for your
 continued success.  

-Jeremy Cohn 

Education is not the filling of a pail,
but the lighting of a fire.
                          - William Butler Yeats





Lael & Charles Chester
are proud to support YAF's efforts to protect

Massachusetts' most vulnerable youth.

Peter S. Lynch and the Lynch Family are
proud to support the important work of the
Youth Advocacy Foundation and its new
generation of initiatives to help at-risk youth
in Massachusetts fight the school-to-prison
pipeline.

We’d also like to thank Nate
Nottingham for generously supporting
YAF by donating custom pet portraits

to the YAF silent auction for three
years in a row, and splitting proceeds

of any additional portraits!
njnottin@gmail.com 



is proud to team up with the Youth
Advocacy Foundation to fight for

equity in education for Massachusetts'
most vulnerable youth!

WELCOME TO OUR 
SOCIAL SERVICE ADVOCATES 

RACHAEL CLABORN & RICHIE TORRES

YOUR PRESENCE IS TAKING OUR ADVOCACY
FOR OUR CLIENTS TO THE NEXT LEVEL!

WE ARE SO GLAD YOU ARE HERE!

Peter & Michele ScavongelliPeter & Michele Scavongelli  
celebrate the work of thecelebrate the work of the  

Youth Advocacy Foundation &Youth Advocacy Foundation &  
The EdLaw Project.The EdLaw Project.



Lia and William Poorvu
are proud supporters of YAF’s fight

against racism in schools.



Thank you to Greg Lemond
& LeMond Bicycles for
supporting equitable

education for all!

Thank you, YAF, for
your unwavering

mission to support
Massachusetts' most
vulnerable youth.

-Ami and Dave Fatula

Students with disabilities
are more than twice as likely

to be suspended than
students without disabilities.

Black students are
suspended and expelled

3x more than white
students.

Josh Dohan and Patty Garin 

would like to thank YAF and

The EdLaw Project’s clients

and their families for trusting

us to advocate on their behalf.



- Deb Poppel
*only if you're 21+! 

Let's raise a quaff

And toast to YAF*! 

 Carl & Natty Hoffman 
are proud sponsors of 
The Youth Advocacy

Foundation's 
23rd Annual Spring

Celebration 

Brown v.
Board: 

Brown v.
Board: 

70 Years Later70 Years Later



Text YAFUPDATES to 22828 to sign 
up to receive email updates!Text YAFUPDATES to 22828 to sign 

up to receive email updates!

Contact Us

Follow Us

PROTECTING THE EDUCATION RIGHTS OF MASSACHUSETTS' MOST VULNERABLE YOUTHPROTECTING THE EDUCATION RIGHTS OF MASSACHUSETTS' MOST VULNERABLE YOUTH

free statewide helpline

@YAF_Boston Youth Advocacy Foundation

@youthadvocacyfdn Youth Advocacy Foundation

Text YAFUPDATES to 22828 to sign 
up to receive email updates!

Youth Advocacy Foundation
75 Federal St., 6th Floor

Boston, MA 02110
youthadvocacyfoundation.org

Phone: (617) 910-5840
Fax: (617) 507-6363

Email: info@youthadvocacyfoundation.org


